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SIE JOHN ST. CLAIE, BAEONET, 

Quarter-Master General in America, 1755 to 1767. 

BY CHARLES #R. HILDEBURN. 

James St. Clair, a cadet of the Sinclairs of Stevenson, 

bought the estate of Auldbar, Forfarshire, about 1650, but 

sold it in lots between 1670 and 1678, having, in 1675, 

acquired Kinnaird in Fifeshire. He was created a baronet 

of Scotland (patent not recorded and date unknown), and 

married Isabel, daughter of Sir James Balfour, of Demmill 

and Kinnaird, by whom he had a son, 
Sir George St. Clair, who succeeded his father as second 

baronet before September, 1702, and sold Kinnaird shortly 
before his death. By his wife, Margaret Crawford, he had 

Sir John St. Clair, who succeeded as third baronet before 

November, 1726.1 Of his life, before the time of Braddock's 

Expedition, but little has been ascertained. Having inhere 

11 am indebted to E. E. Stoddart, Esq., of the Lyon Office, Edinburgh, 
for these details of Sir John's ancestry. 

Vol. ix.?1 (1) 



2 /Sir John St. Clair. 

ited only a small landed estate near Tarbet, Argyleshire, 
he entered the army and served on the Continent, and at 

Minorca during the War of the Austrian Succession. On 

his arrival in America, Dinwiddie introduces him to Lord 

Fairfax as " a man of great knowledge in military affairs, 
who has been at most Courts in Europe, and whose observa 

tions are very judicious."1 Sargent says he had served in a 

Hussar regiment, but this statement, as well as the ridiculous 
one that he usually wore a Hussar uniform while on service 

in America, seems to rest on no other authority than the 

allusion to him in the last paragraph of Franklin's adver 

tisement for wagons.2 
Sir John obtained the Majority of his regiment (O'Far 

rell's, afterwards the 22d Foot3) October 7,1754,4 and on the 

fifteenth of the same month was appointed Deputy Quarter 
Master General of the forces in North America, with the 

local rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. The later commissions 

w;ere given in connection with the expedition under the com 

mand of Braddock, then fitting out, and he was ordered to 

repair to the scene of the intended operations in advance of 

the army. In company with Lieutenant-Colonel Ellison, of 

Shirley's, and Lieutenant-Colonel Mercer, of PepperelPs 

regiments, he sailed in the " 
Gibraltar," man-of-war,5 and 

arrived in Virginia, January 10, 1755. He at once " found 

1 
Dinwiddie Papers, I. 465. 

2 
The term of Hussar is of Hungarian origin, and was applied to the 

Light Cavalry of continental armies, whose duties of collecting forage 
and making quick and destructive raids made it a synonyme of terror to 

the German peasant. Franklin selected the word for its probable effect 

upon the thousands of these people who had sought refuge in Pennsyl 
vania. The York Hussars, raised in 1801, is the first Hussar regiment to 

be found in British Army Lists, nor is the word to be found in any 
English dictionary until the beginning of the present century. A Mr. 

Atkinson, in 1847, says, 
" 

Sir John Sinclair wore a Hussar's Cap" [Olden 

Time, II. 540] ; ten years later Mr. Sargent speaks of a complete uniform. 

The dress of a British officer was the subject of just as minute regulation 
in 1755 as it is to-day. 

3 
Sargent is in error as to his rank as well as his colonel's name. 

4 
Chamberlayne's Present State of Great Britain, Part II. 236. 

? 
Penna. Gazette, Jan. 28,1755. 
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active employment in acquainting himself with the nature 

and scene of his future duties."1 

After a visit to Hampton, in company with Governor 

Dinwiddie, to "provide a hospital for the forces expected,"2 
and procuring 

" all the maps and information that were 

obtainable respecting the country through which the expe 
dition was to pass, he proceeded upon a tour of inspection 
to Wills' Creek,"3 where the three Independent companies, 

which had been retained in the Royal pay since the last war, 
were busy transforming the old trading-post of the Ohio 

Company into Fort Cumberland. He reached the fort on 

January 26, and there found Governor Sharpe,4 of Mary 

land, with whom, two days later, he started to return down 

the Potomac in a canoe. In the course of their voyage of 

two hundred miles they 
" viewed the Great Falls at Potow 

mack, and were in hopes of blowing them up, so as to make 

the river navigable there for flat-bottomed vessels, which, if 

effected, will be of the greatest service in transporting neces 

saries for our forces."5 Reaching Williamsburg on Feb 

ruary 6, he at once employed a number of men to build 

the bateaux for the ascent of the river, and also laid out a 

camp for the army at Watkin's Ferry, which, however, was 

not used.6 " He was," says Governor Dinwiddie, 
" a good 

officer and indefatigable in his business,"7 gathering horses 

for the ordnance, provisions and means of transportation for 

the troops, and hurrying from point to point to review and 

inspect the detachments of militia. 

From Dinwiddie and Shirley he had received every assist 

ance, and he looked for the same from Morris, of Pennsyl 
vania. The home government and the officers of the expedi 
tion naturally expected ample support from the province which 

had most at stake upon its success.8 St. Clair had written 
1 

Sargent, 143. 
2 
Dinwiddie Papers, I. 453. 

* 
Sargent, 143. 

4 
Penna. Gazette, Feb. 18, 1755. 

6 
Ibid., Feb. 11,1755. 

6 
Sargent, 145. 

T Dinwiddie Papers, I. 475. 
8 " 

Pennsylvania, without contradiction the richest province, and whose 

interest is, above all, concerned in the event of this expedition, has yet 

granted nothing." Braddock to Robinson, Olden Time, II. 226. 
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to Morris, on the 14th of January, announcing his arrival, 

asking for maps and information concerning Pennsylvania, 
and urging him to take immediate steps towards raising the 

400 men needed to complete Dunbar's and Halkett's regi 
ments, which that province was expected to supply. To this 

letter, which reached Philadelphia on the 22d, Morris, who 

was busy with visiting Indians and his quarrel with the 

Assembly, did not reply until the 10th of February, when he 

wrote,? 
" The flourishing condition of this province is such that, 

without burthening the people, we might have done every 

thing required by his Majesty and much more; but our As 

sembly took it into their heads that royal and proprietary 
instructions were destructive of their liberties, and, instead 

of considering the danger to which the province was exposed, 

they entered into a dispute upon that head, and could not be 

prevailed upon to lay it aside, or to give money upon any 

terms, but such as were directly contrary to his Majesty's 

instructions, and inconsistent with their own dependence 

upon the crown. 

"I could easily have had a number of men in readiness to 

augment the two regiments from Ireland, if my Assembly 
would have come into reasonable measures, but for want of 

money I have not been able to carry the King's command 

into execution."x 

Morris' letter did not reach Williamsburg till February 

28, and Braddock, who had arrived there four days before, 

immediately replied with the greatest surprise at finding 
"such pusillanimous and improper behavior in your Assem 

bly, as their refusal to supply men, money, or provisions for 

their own defense," and threatening to repair by 
" 

unpleasant 
methods what, for the character and honor of the Assembly, 
I would be much happier to see cheerfully supplied."2 

Meanwhile, St. Clair had written again to Morris (from 

Williamsburg, February 14), expressing his uneasiness at 

not hearing from him, and recommending the immediate 

necessity of the opening of a road from the Susquehanna to 
1 

Colonial Eecords, VI. 299. 
2 

Ibid., 307. 
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the forks of the Youghiogeny, as " I may venture to assure 

your Excellency no general will advance with an army with 

out having a communication open to the provinces in his 

rear, both for the security of his retreat, and to facilitate the 

transport of provisions, for the supplying of which we must 

greatly depend on your provinces."1 
This letter St. Clair sent by an express, and Morris 

promptly replied, promising to do everything in his power, 
but he did not lay the matter before the Council until the 

10th of March. That body, 
" on considering Sir John St. 

Clair's letter, the Council judged it would be absolutely 
necessary to open a road from Shippensburg to intercept the 

road of the army from Wills' Creek to Fort Duquesne, 

through Ray's Town ; and that a good and convenient road 

might be found, it was agreed that the governor should issue 

forthwith a commission to fit and proper persons to recon 

noitre and explore the country lying between Kittochtinney 
Hills, the Great Meadows, and Wills' Creek."2 Morris 

immediately appointed five commissioners to survey the 

road, and having obtained from the Assembly a promise to 

defray the expense, ordered the work to be pushed with the 

utmost speed. But little, however, had been done by the 

middle of April, when Sir John visited the commissioners, 
and " stormed like a Lyon Rampant."3 He threatened all 

sorts of vengeance on the province and blamed Morris 

severely. For this he received a " set down"4 from Brad 

dock, and later, having learned how completely Morris' 

hands were tied by the Assembly, he expressed his regret 
for his injustice towards the governor.5 

St. Clair was at Fredericksburg inspecting some militia 

when an express reached him announcing Braddock's arrival. 
His task had been immense. Sent out without a single 
assistant, he had found added to his expected duties the 

necessity of personally selecting from the Virginia militia 

the men needed to complete the two regiments of regulars; 
1 
Colonial Records, VI. 301. 

2 
Ibid., 317. 

3 
Ibid., 368. 

* 
Peona. Archives, II. 317. 

5 Colonial Records, VI. 400. 
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to reorganize the independent companies at Fort Cumber 

land, among whom he had found " men from sixty to seventy 

years of age, lame and every way disabled," others " with 

out discipline and very ill appointed," and the whole no 

better than " Invalids with the ignorance of Militia." 
* 

He 

hastened back to Williamsburg to perfect the details of the 

plan he had prepared for the campaign. Braddock writes 

of him as Dinwiddie had to Lord Fairfax, 
" He is indefati 

gable, and has done all that could possibly be expected."2 
Mr. Sargent, in his Introduction to the two Journals of the 

Expedition, says, 
" St. Clair had arranged an absurd plan for 

cantoning them [the troops] in small divisions all over the 

country, which the General very wisely at once ignored." 
As authority for this harsh remark he gives three references. 

The first, Braddock's despatch, says, "Instead of cantoning 

my troops, as I had intended, according to the account 

which Sir John St. Clair had given in England concerning 
them; the wind being favorable, and not imagining any 

danger, I have given orders to the transport vessels to sail 

up the river to Alexandria, and land them where I design 
to encamp." The second reference (Sparks' Washington, 
II. p. 68) is a distinct statement of how and where the troops 
soon after landing were cantoned in accordance with St. 

Clair's plan. The third reference (Pa. Archives, II. 286) 
does not contain the slightest allusion to St. Clair's or any 

body's plan for the disposing of the troops after their arrival. 

Mr. Sargent's ideas about the plan, and St. Clair generally, 
were no doubt derived from Orme's Journal, the writer of 

which evidently had no friendly feeling towards St. Clair. 

The Journal, a few pages further on, speaks of certain de 

tachments being sent into temporary quarters at Winchester, 

Frederick, and Conegogee, their numbers corresponding 

nearly with those assigned to these places in Sir John's plan. 
In May, the army being assembled at Fort Cumberland, 

St. Clair was sent to find a road from there to the point on 

the Youghiogeny, which the road being built by Pennsyl 
vania would strike, but found none practicable. This com 

1 
Sargent, 286. 2 Braddock to Napier, Olden Time, II. 225. 
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pelled Braddock to take the old route by the Meadows, and 

on the 30th of May, St. Clair, with 600 men, began the ad 

vance. He cleared a road to Little Meadows, some thirty 
miles from Wills' Creek, having encountered and driven off 

a large party of French Indians,1 and there, after laying out 

a camp, surrounded with an abattis,2 awaited the arrival of 

the main body. St. Clair, with the working-party, continued 

to lead the advance till the Monongahela was reached, on the 

evening of July 8. He at first suggested 
" 

sending a de 

tachment that might invest the fort," but finally acquiesced 
in the opinion of others, that it would be more prudent to 

wait until the army reached its next camping-ground.3 On 

the fatal 9th of July, Gage's detachment was placed in the 

van, Sir John and the working-party taking the second 

place in the line of march. St. Clair fell, shot through the 

breast, early in the fight. He was carried to the camp at 

Little Meadows, and from there to Fort Cumberland, where 

he remained till the end of August. Writing to Colonel 

Innes, of the Virginia militia, who was in command of the 

fort, Governor Dinwiddie says, on July 26, 
" I am heartily 

glad Sir John St. Clair is with you, and hope he is in a fair 

way of recovery. If the private men have got quit of their 

panick, I think much may be done to retrieve the loss we 

have sustained. Write me your thoughts, and if Sir John 

is well enough, advise with him."4 On the 6th of Septem 

ber, Dinwiddie writes to Com. Keppel, 
" Sir John St. Clair 

has been here about ten days ; he recovers of his wounds 

pretty fast. He is very silent in regard to the action at Mo 

nongahela, but I think he does not approve of the disposi 
tions of the army, and says it was contrary to his opinion."5 

By the 10th of September he had reached Philadelphia, 
where he remained some weeks, the guest of his warm 

friend, the Hon. Thomas Willing. 
In October he joined Dunbar at New York, on his way 

1 
Colonial Records, VI. 460. 

2 
Ibid., 477. 

8 
Sargent, 352. 4 Dinwiddie Papers, II. 122. 

5 
Ibid., 197. Referring, no doubt, to Braddock's leaving Dunbar at 

Little Meadows, which he had strenuously opposed. 
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to Albany, and having superintended the troops going into 

winter quarters there, he returned to New York about the 

end of November, to take part in the Council of War sum 

moned by General Shirley, to prepare a plan for the next 

campaign.1 He remained there during the winter, organiz 

ing several companies of " men for the Battoe-Service."2 

This done, on the 20th of March he returned to Albany, 
from whence, in May, the Rev. John Ogilvie wrote to Sir 

William Johnson, 
" 

Yesterday, Sir J-St. C-r was in 

violent wrath, in consequence of a letter from Bradstreet. 

What the contents were I know not. I believe the General 

[Shirley] is embarrassed between them both. One, I am 

convinced, he must give up, and I am inclined to think 

he'll drop Bradstreet, for material reasons. I am vastly 
diverted to see Alexander pursuing Sir John wherever he 

goes. I am sensible their accounts puzzle them confound 

edly.3 In June he had a violent quarrel with the Mayor of 

Albany about accommodations for the two regiments just 
arrived from England, which ended in his billeting the 

troops upon the inhabitants." 4 
Shirley having been suc 

ceeded by the inefficient Loudon, the remainder of the year 
was spent in forming plans which came to nothing. 

In November, 1755, an Act of Parliament had been passed 
for raising a regiment of four battalions, each of 1000 men, 
in America. The men were to be drawn from the Swiss 

and other foreigners settled in the colonies, but principally 
from the Germans in Pennsylvania, to be strengthened, 

however, by seven or eight hundred " old soldiers from 

Germany." Major John Rutherford, to whom the recruit 

ing of the regiment was committed, writes to Governor 

Shirley, from Philadelphia, on the 29th of June, 1756, 
" Besides the Head Quarters in Philadelphia, I have divided 

the Foreign officers and sergeants (who amounted to one 

third of all commissioned, and were the first to arrive) into 

six parties in this Province, one in the Jerseys, and one in 

1 
Colonial Records, VII. 23. 

2 
Penna. Gazette, March 4, 1756. 

8 
Johnson Papers, III. 43. 

* 
Ibid., IV. 73,180; Penna. Gazette, July 8, 1756. 
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New York, and I propose sending one party into Maryland."* 
The regiment was called the Royal American, and at first 

numbered the 62d, but became the 60th Foot on the dis 

banding of Shirley's and Pepperell's, the 51st and 52d Regi 

ments, in August, 1756. St. Clair, whose services were more 

appreciated at home than in the colonies, and who had the 

merit of a perfect knowledge of French and German, was 

appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Fourth Battalion, his 

commission bearing date of January 6, 1756. 

In April, 1757, St. Clair was at New Brunswick for the 

benefit of his health, his wound being still troublesome. 

Early in June, however, he was again on the frontier of 

Pennsylvania, preparing for the advance of the detachment 

sent under the command of Stanwix for its protection. On 

this occasion he sent a memorial concerning the necessity of 

opening and improving the roads in Cumberland County to 

Governor Denny, by whom it was referred to the Assembly, 
who appointed a committee to regulate the Highways, and 

"bring in a bill to supply their defects if any should appear."2 
The committee did nothing, and Stanwix could advance no 

farther than Carlisle. 

The British government having determined "to repair 
the losses and disappointments of the last inactive and 

unhappy campaign,"3 Colonel John Forbes, of the 17th 

Foot, who had been Lord Loudon's Adjutant-General, was 

commissioned a Brigadier-General, and directed to under 

take a new expedition against Fort Duquesne. St. Clair, on 

account of his familiarity with the frontier, was selected to 

assist him, and at the same time was promoted to the local 

rank of Colonel.4 Joining Forbes in New York, they pro 
ceeded to Philadelphia in April to prepare a plan of the 

campaign. By his advice, instead of taking the old road 

used by Braddock, Forbes determined upon cutting a new 

1 
Original in the Collection of Ferd. J. Dreer, Esq., Philadelphia. 2 Colonial Records, VII. 617. 3 Pitt to Denny, Ibid., VIII. 27. 

4 
For an explanation of local rank, see Introduction to Journal kept 

in Canada in 1776 and 1777 by Lieut. James M. Hadden, Roy. Art. 

(p. lxxxvi.). Albany, 1884. 
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one through Pennsylvania, and St. Clair was sent forward to 

make the necessary arrangements. Just before starting he 

wrote to Governor Sharpe,? 

Philadelphia, April the 24th, 1758. 
Dear Sir :? 

I am in daily expectation of hearing you have met with 
success in raising your Troops for this year's service ; this 

province have granted ?100,000 for that purpose, and all 
hands are going to work to forward the service. 

Gen1 Forbes is here and doing everything to get ready, 
three Companies of Highlanders have marched this morning 
to Lancaster, and I expect 4 Companies under Col. Boquet 
this evening or to-morrow, they stay here but one night. 

I Shall leave here the 27th or 28th, and take the Route 
towards the frontier, my business calls me to Lancaster the 
2nd of May being Court day, I must go to Reding \sic] 
& York, after the 6th of May I shou'd be glad you cou'd 
come up to Frederick Town where we may consult measures 
for the Publick Service. Direct for me at Mr. Stevenson's 
at York. 

Should you find any difficulty of arming your Troops, the 
Gen1 desires you may give a small gratuity to the men who 
can furnish their own Arms which shall be repaid you. I am 

with the greatest Sincerity 
Dear Govr 

Your most obedient and 
most humble servant 

JOHN ST. CLAIR. 

The General desires you will send him a Return of your 
troops & particularly those at Fort Cumberland, he desires 
to know how you are going on. 

To Gov. Sharpe.1 

The meeting at Fredericksburg resulted in the sending of 

Washington, whom he had also summoned, to Williamsburg 
to urge the Council of Virginia to active measures.2 St. 

Clair returned to Pennsylvania to superintend the cutting of 

the road across the Alleghanies, and whilst thus employed 
sent the terse requisition for supplies, "Pickaxes, crows, 

1 
Letter in possession of F. J. Dreer, Esq., Philadelphia. 

2 
Sparks' Washington, II. 285. 
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and shovels, likewise more Whiskey."1 Mr. Parkman, after 

quoting a letter in which Forbes says to Boquet, 
" 

Seal and 

send off the enclosed despatch to Sir John. He is a very 
odd man, and I am sorry it has been my fate to have any 
concern with him," presents the following unfavorable pic 
ture of his conduct during this campaign : " He was ex 

tremely inefficient; and Forbes, out of all patience with 

him, wrote confidentially to Boquet that his only talent was 

for throwing every thing into confusion. Yet he found fault 

with everybody else, and would discharge volleys of oaths at 

all who met his disapproval. From this cause or some other, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stephen, of the Virginians, told him that 

he would break his sword rather than be longer under his 

orders. c As I had not sufficient strength,' says St. Clair, 
' to 

take him by the neck from among his own men, I was obliged 
to let him have his own way, that I might* not be the occasion 

of bloodshed.' He succeeded at last in arresting him, and 

Major Lewis, of the same regiment, took his place."2 
The expedition having been brought to a successful close 

in November, Forbes sent St. Clair to Boston to meet General 

Amherst. It was at this time that Copley painted the minia 

ture from which our engraving is taken. St. Clair presented 
it to his friend, the Hon. Thomas Willing, who left a memo 

randum saying it was "the strongest likeness I ever saw." 

After Forbes' death, he was for some months engaged in 

settling the accounts of the expedition, and seems to have 

made Philadelphia his head-quarters for several years. Rich 

ard Huckburgh, writing from New York to Sir William 

Johnson, on April 13, 1761, says, 
" General Monkton with 

Major Gates is arrived from Philadelphia; by the latter I 

understand that the passes for trade for two years were 

obtained from the Quarter-Master General, Sir John Sinclair, 
who made a great many gold cobs by them ; now they are 

issued by the Governor."3 This business no doubt made 

the Quaker City very agreeable, but before it was withdrawn 

from him he had found another source of attraction in the 
1 Montcalm and Wolfe, II. 138. 2 Ibid. 
3 

Johnson Papers, V. 75. 
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person of Miss Betsey Moland, the eldest daughter of the 

eminent lawyer of that name. Having won the lady's con 

sent, and converted the gold cobs into a country-seat near 

Elizabeth Town, New Jersey, he ran off with her and was 

married on the 17th of March at Burlington.1 
The advent of peace enabled St. Clair, who had been 

made a Colonel in the army February 19, 1762, to remain 

for some time at his new home, which he had named Bel 

ville. Towards the close of 1763 the 3d and 4th Battalions 

of the Royal Americans were disbanded, but his position 
as Deputy Quarter-Master General saved him from retire 

ment on half-pay. His duties were now light, but the period 
of quiet was soon broken by news from Scotland of impend 

ing misfortune. Robert Leake writes on March 19, 1764, 
" Sir John St. Clair, who is in a poor state of health, goes 
soon home in the ' Venus' transport now here, his all being 
seiz'd on, and the estate to be sold."2 In May, 1765, he is 

said to have been appointed Deputy Quarter-Master General 

in North Britain,3 but this was probably a reappointment to 

his old position, which he still filled at the time of his death, 
and Britain a misprint for America. How long he remained 

in Great Britain has not been ascertained ; but on March 2, 

1766, he was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the 28th Foot, 
then stationed in New Jersey and the neighboring colonies, 

which, no doubt, led to his immediate return to America. 

A year later he writes as follows : 

Elizabeth Town, May 23,1767. 
Sir:? 

I take the opportunity of the Revd Doctor Cooper, who 
is going to Maryland, to write to your Excellency to 

acquaint you that I shall be deprived the pleasure of see 

ing you this Summer as I proposed, for my health obliges 
1 
By His Excellency Josiah Hardy's License directed to me, March 

ye 17th, 1762, were lawfully married Sir John St. Clair, Baronet, and 

Elizabeth Moreland \sic] Gentlewoman, according to the Rights and 

Ceremonies of the Church of England, by me Colin Campbell, Mis 

sionary. Records of St. Mary's Church, Burlington. 
2 

Johnson Papers, VIII. 226. 
8 
Gentleman's Magazine, 1765, p. 300. 
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me to leave America for some time. I propose going to 
Lisbon in the beginning of July, and stay there the Winter. 
I shall leave America with the less regret, as the Regiment 
is going home to Ireland, in which Country I could not 
exist. You will certainly think I am a droll man, when 
none but Doctors of Divinity will serve for carrying my 
letters, for the Gentlemen in whose favor I have the pleas 

ure to address your Excellency are the Revd Doctor Cooper, 
President of the King's College, in New York, and the 
Revd Mr. McKean, the Society's Missionary at Amboy. 

At a late Convention held by their Brethren, they were 

particularly deputed to confer with your Excellency on some 

plan of establishing an Ecclesiastical Government, and to 
solicit your concurrence. I take the liberty thus far to pave 
their way to access, as to assure you that they are men of 

approved merit, and Gentlemen worthy of attention ; I must 
not mention their understanding, since it would be an affront 
to point out to a person of your distinguished penetration 

what must so conspicuously evince itself. 
I have the honor to be 

Your Excellency's most obed't 
& most Humble Serv't 

JOHN ST. CLAIR. 
To his Excellency, 

Horatio Sharpe, Esq.1 

His health failed too rapidly to permit his leaving 
America. He died at Belville, November 26, 1767, and 

three days later was buried with military honors at St. 

John's Church, Elizabeth Town. By his wife,2 who sub 

sequently married again, and died in London, October 29, 

1783, he left one surviving son, who became Sir John St. 

Clair, fourth Baronet, and is said to have married a daughter 
of Sir William Erskine, Howe's Quarter-Master General 

during the Revolution. 

St. Clair seems to have been a man of culture, as besides 
a fancy for landscape gardening, which he is said to have 

1 
From the original, in the possession of C. R. Hildeburn. 

2 
Lady St. Clair was married at Elizabeth Town, March 14, 1769, to 

Lieut.-Col. Dudley Templer, of the 26th Foot, which had replaced the 

28th in New Jersey. At the beginning of the Revolution, Templer sold 

out, and resided in London till his death, on March 11, 1795. 
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indulged at Belville, he collected, during his residence 

there, a considerable library, from a volume of which the 

book-plate we reproduce was taken. He was brave, and, in 

the discharge of his duties, active, honest, and unsparing 
of himself. His high temper was often exasperated by the 

apathy of the people, and the indifference of the Assembly 
of Pennsylvania to everything except the expansion of its 

own authority. But if his wrath was noisy, it was raised 

by conduct which excited Braddock to threaten violent 

measures, Washington to say, 
" We are to give all possible 

encouragement to a people who ought rather to be chas 

tised," 
* and Forbes to write, 

" This infamous breach of con 

tract" would oblige him " to draw off my master's forces 

into the inhabited parts of the country, and take provisions 
and carriages wherever they can be found."2 

1 
Sparks' Washington, II. 78. 

2 
Forbes to Gov. Denny, Colonial Records, VIII. 168. 
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